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MEDICAL SUBJECT HEADINGS 





Now in press is the new NLM subject heading authority 
list, used for cataloging books and also for indexing peri- 
odical articles, and soon to appear under the title Medical 
Subject Headings (price to be announced). 

Medical Subject Headings represents a combination, ra- 








‘Btionalization, and extensive modification of two previously 


existing NLM authority lists. One was the list, maintained 
as a card file only, which was utilized in the subject cata- 
loging of books; the other was the Subject Heading Authority 
List used in Current List of Medical Literature, which was 
published in 1954 (now out of print) and which had under- 
gone several internal revisions over the course of the years. 

The adoption of a single subject authority list for 
both books and periodi.cal articles indicates that NLM takes 
the view that subject cataloging and periodical indexing, as 
exemplified in the NLM Catalog and in the Index Medicus, are 
identical processes in their major dimensions. The single 
list has two major virtues: simplicity for users, in requir- 
ing familiarity with only a single scheme; economy to the 
IM, in the development and maintenance of a single scheme. 
' Medical Subject Headings is an open-ended list; it will 
pede revised from time to time, and new editions will appear 
meat perhaps biennial intervals. Interim revision sheets em- 
Mpbodying changes will be issued in mimeographed form; change 
@mumber one is already in process. Librarians desiring copies 
f revision sheets may have their names placed on the mail- 
a ing list upon request to the Director, NLM. 














SUMMER HOURS 


f Readers' service at the National Liprary of Medicine 
uring evening and Saturday afternoon hours will be discon- 
Wetinued for the months of July and August. The Library will 
bye open to the public from July 2 through September 3, 1960, 
meach day, Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
And on Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 








2 JULY 1960 
EEE 
—__CllllllOEO— 


THREE SURVEYS 


In 1958 the “Bayne-Jones Report," The Advancement of 
Medical Research and Education, appeared; in 1959 the "Bane 
Report,"' Physicians for a Growing America, was issued. Noy 
comes the “Jones Report" on Federal Support of Medical Re- 
search (Report of the Committee of Consultants on Medical 
Research to the Subcommittee ... of the Committee on Appro- 
priations, United States Senate, 86th Congr.,2d Sess., Wash- 
ington, GPO, May 1960. xxix, 183 p.). 

The Jones Report was prepared by a Committee headed by 
Boisfeuillet Jones (Emory). The report reviews the past and 
present program of Federal support of medical research and 
makes recommendations for future support, with special ref- 
erence to NIH programs. “The Committee believes that by 
1970 the total support of medical research in the United 
States will probably require the expenditure of $3 billion, 
of which more than $2 billion will in all likelihood come 
from the Federal Government." Recommendations of special 

















interest to medical librarians are found on pp. 94-5 of the , 


report. 

The Committee formally presented its report in two full 
days of testimony, on May 19-20, 1960, before Senator Hill's 
Subcommittee. 


NEW EXHIBIT 


During July and August this year the National Library of 
Medicine is showing an exhibit on "Archeology and the Medi- 
cal Sciences." The exhibit points out how the various para- 
medical and medical sciences contribute to an understanding 
of the significance of material uncovered by the spade of 
the archeologist. The psychiatrist interprets scenes repre- 
senting Orphic rites; the paleopathologist interprets signs 
of disease in Egyptian remains or Peruvian artefacts; the 
epidemiologist assumes a role in explaining the decline of 
Paestum and Mayan sites. Contributions of the demographer, 
the sanitary engineer, and others are also explored. 

Among the works on display are: 


- 


Abraham, K. Amenhotep IV (Ikhnaton); a psychoanalytic con: 


tribution to the understanding of his personality and _ the 


monotheistic cult of Aton. Psychoanal. Quart. 4: 537-569. 


(1935) 

Derry, D. E. Report upon the examination of Tut-Ankh-Amen's 
mummy. In: Carter, H. The tomb of Tut-Ankh-Amen. Vol. 2. 
London, 1927 

Dingwall, Eric John. Artificial cranial deformation. Lon 
don, 1931 

Freud, Sigmund. Totem and taboo. London, 1950 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE NEWS 
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CITATION 


Miss M. Ruth MacDonald of the National Library of Medi- 
cine received the Margaret Mann Citation for 1960 from the 
American Library Association's Cataloging and Classification 
Section. The award was presented during the annual conven- 
tion in Montreal in June. Miss MacDonald is cited for “dis- 
tinguished and devoted service in the field of cataloging 
and classification, as well as for high ideals and outstand- 
ing leadership which have made a distinct contribution to- 
ward advancement of the library profession as a whole." 


EXTRAVAGANT TITLE 


The NLM has acquired a copy of the first edition, Lon- 
don, J. Hardesty, 1650, of the work by John Bulwer which 
bears the title Anthropometamorphosis: man transform'd; or, 
the artificial changeling. Historically presented, in the 
mad and cruel gallantry, foolish bravery, ridiculous beauty, 
filthy _ finenesse, and loathsome lovelinesse of most nations, 
fashioning & altering their bodies from the e mould intended 
by nature. With a vindication of the regular beauty and 
honesty of nature. And an an appendix of the pedigree of the 
English gallant. The work contains much on medicine and 
dentistry. 



































NEW PUBLICATION 


U. S. National Library of Medicine. Notable contributions 
to medical research by Public Health Service scientists. 
A biobibliography to 1940 compiled by Jeannette Barry. 
[PHS Publication No. 752) Washington, 1960. 96 p. Avail- 
able from the Superintendent of Documents, GPO; 60 cents. 











This compilation lists the important works of twenty- 
six prominent Public Health Service scientists during the 
period 1890-1940. Brief lives are included, along with a 
chronological table of service. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS SERIES 


For some time Excerpta Medica has been publishing in an 
International Congress Series special issues devoted to the 
proceedings of individual congresses. To date there are 30 
numbers in the series. The typical number consists of ab- 
Stracts of papers, published in advance of the meeting, rep- 
licated in English, French, and German. The series deserves 
to be more widely known and distributed. 
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In this connection we note a small item from the Apri] 
1960 issue of the CIOMS Newsletter, which is dubious abo 
embalming all the “Announcements, Invitations, Guide Bookg, 
Programmes ..." of Congress proceedings, but believes "there 


can be little discussion about the usefulness of the Book of 
Abstracts. Without it, one is lost..." 





PRINTING THE INDEX MEDICUS 





With a few months' experience as the basis, NLM can noy 
make some comparisons between the old Current List and the 
new Index Medicus which show the effect of change in format 
on the number of pages printed. The figures given are for 
typical issues of 10,000 articles. 

Number of pages 
CLML INDEX MEDICUS 
Register 100 --- 
Subject 150 275 
Author 50 £25 
300 400 

In the course of calendar year 1960 this disparity will 

produce a corresponding increase in NLM's printing costs. 











GARFIELD ITEMS 


President James A. Garfield was shot by a mentally un 
balanced office-seeker on July 2, 1881, and died on Septem 
ber 19. During most of this period the physicians attending 
the President issued bulletins on his condition, sometimes 
as often as thrice daily. To the NLM collection of 103 of 
these bulletins, some in the original handwritten form, some 
hectographed, and some printed, have now been added the heec- 
tographed bulletin of July 6 and printed broadsides for the 
dates August 16-18, 21-22, 24, 26, 28. 


COST INDICES 


A report prepared at the National Library of Medicine 
and submitted to the ALA Committee on Cost of Library Mate- 
rials Index shows that the cost of American medical books 
and periodicals has more than kept pace with the general in- 
crease in prices over the last decade. In the base years 
(1947-49) the average cost of medical books was $5.67 (in: 
dex 100); ten years later (1959) it was $8.65 (index 136). 
In the base years the average cost of medical periodicals 
was $6.94; in 1959 it was $10.28 (index 148). 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 
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